
Rutgers, the State University of
New Jersey, is the only university
in New Jersey that offers a bache-
lor’s degree in Jewish Studies.
During its brief history, the depart-
ment has grown significantly and
enrollment in Jewish Studies cours-
es exceeds 1,500 annually. The
Department of Jewish Studies at
Rutgers offers an examination of
all aspects of the Jewish experience
from an interdisciplinary perspec-
tive. Courses offered by the depart-
ment, which are open to all stu-
dents, address the historical, social,
cultural, religious and political life
of Jews in the modern period and
throughout the ages. The depart-
ment draws on resources of the
Allen and Joan Bildner Center for
the Study of Jewish Life.  

Each year, Jewish studies
majors and minors are invited to
apply for competitive awards
granted to those who have distin-
guished themselves in the field of
Jewish studies. This year, two addi-
tional awards have been estab-
lished at the Bildner Center solely
for the purpose of study in Israel.
All full-time undergraduates at
Rutgers are eligible to apply for
these two awards, which are dis-
tributed through the Jewish studies
department. 

Eighteen Rutgers students,
majoring and minoring in Jewish
studies, were recognized at an
awards ceremony May 3 for their
academic achievements. The win-
ners were:

S h l o m o
Aronoff of
E w i n g
received the
R e i t m a n
Family Student
Award. He is
majoring in
Jewish studies
and communi-
cations and
plans to gradu-
ate in the spring of 2006.

Joshua Beil
of Elizabeth
received the
Maurice Meyer
III and Irma
Meyer Award.
He is majoring
in Jewish stud-
ies and history
and plans to
graduate in the
spring of 2006.

D a v i d
Corman of
W e s t f i e l d
received the
Rudolph and
Mary Solomon
K l e i n
Scholarsh ip .
He is majoring
in history and
political sci-
ence, and his
minor is in
Jewish studies.
He plans to
graduate in the
spring of 2006.

El izabeth
Davis of
Madison, Wis.,
received the
Maurice Meyer
III and Irma
Meyer Award.
She is major-
ing in Jewish
studies and his-
tory and plans
to graduate in
the spring of
2006.

Rivka Falk
of New
B r u n s w i c k

received the Leonard and Adele
Blumberg Award. She majored in
Jewish studies and history and
graduated in
May 2005.

E l a n
Gorshein of
W a y n e
received the
Louis Fishman
M e m o r i a l
Award. He
majored in
p s y c h o l o g y,
and his minor
was in Jewish
studies. He
graduated in
May.

R e n a
Gutholc of
West Long
B r a n c h
received the
Herbert and
J a c q u e l i n e
Klein Award
for Study in
Israel. She is
majoring in art history and political
science, and her minor is in philos-
ophy. She plans to graduate in the
winter of 2007.

J e s s e
Mandell of
South Bend,
Ind., received
the Baruch S.
And Pearl W.
S e i d m a n
Award. He
majored in
political sci-
ence and his
minor was in Jewish studies. He
graduated in
May.

Dina Mann
of Fort Lee
received the
Rudolph and
Mary Solomon
K l e i n
Scholarsh ip .
She majored in
Middle Eastern
studies, with a
minor in Jewish
studies. She graduated in May.

A r t h u r
Meirson of
H i l l s d a l e
received the
Baruch S. And
Pearl W.
S e i d m a n
Award. He
majored in
Jewish studies,
history and
political sci-
ence. He grad-
uated in May.

D a n i e l l e
Orron of East
W i n d s o r
received the
Gertrude and
Jacob Henoch
M e m o r i a l
Award. She
majored in
Jewish studies
and her minor
was in political science. She gradu-
ated in May.

A r i e l a
Robinson of
Skokie, Ill.,
received the
Ruth Feller
R o s e n b e r g
Award. She is
majoring in
English and
her minor is in
Jewish studies.
She plans to graduate in the spring
of 2006.

R a c h e l
Rosen of
Phi ladelphia
received the
Norma U. and
David M.
Levitt Award
and the Harold
and Betty Perl
Scholarsh ip .

She majored in visual arts and her
minor was in Jewish studies. She
graduated in
May.

R i c h a r d
Shusteris of
N e w
B r u n s w i c k
received the
M a r g o l i n
Family Award
for Study in
Israel. He is
majoring in
political sci-
ence and philosophy, and his minor
is in Jewish studies. He plans to
graduate in the
spring of 2007.

Aliza Silk
of West Orange
received the
Betty and
Julius Gillman
M e m o r i a l
Award. She is
majoring in
Jewish studies
and her minor
is in psycholo-
gy. She plans to graduate in the
spring of 2006.

D e b o r a h
Toplansky of
Union received
the Harold and
Betty Perl
Schola rsh ip .
She is majoring
in Jewish stud-
ies and her
minor is in
labor studies.
She plans to graduate in the spring
of 2007.

Amy Weiss
of New
P r o v i d e n c e
received the
Baruch S. And
Pearl W.
S e i d m a n
Award. She
majored in
Jewish studies
and sociology
and graduated
in May.

M e l a n i e
Winer of
E l i z a b e t h
received the
Bernice and
Milton I.
L u x e m b u r g
Award and the
Sandra and
Stephen M.
G r e e n b e r g
Award. She is
majoring in Jewish studies and her
minor is in English. She plans to
graduate in the fall of 2005.

The Solomon Schechter Day
School of Raritan Valley in East
Brunswick honored its past presi-
dents at its Lag B’Omer Dinner
Dance May 26.

Eileen Caplan Seaman, the
school’s first president, was origi-
nally a trustee of the Hebrew
Academy of Perth Amboy. There,
she realized Jewish education
required a school closer to the
younger Jewish population.
Seaman approached several syna-
gogues and public schools, search-
ing for an appropriate location.
East Brunswick Jewish Center
shared her vision for a local Jewish
day school, and the East Brunswick
Board of Education also provided
assistance. Solomon Schechter
Day School of Raritan Valley
opened its doors in 1981 with 98
students enrolled in pre-K through
grade 6. It was, at the time, the
largest opening enrollment and
highest number of grades for a
Solomon Schechter Day School.
Seaman grew up in Cleveland and
came to the New York metropolitan
area as a student at New York
University. She and her husband,
Allen, now live in Greenwich,
Conn., where Seaman runs her law
practice.

Stuart M. Feinblatt grew up in
Teaneck. He graduated with high-
est honors from Rutgers College,
where he majored in history. He
has a degree from Columbia
University School of Law, where
he was a Harlan Fiske Stone
Scholar. Feinblatt is a litigation
partner with the Newark-based
firm of Sills Cummis Epstein and
Gross, P.C. He focuses on defend-
ing pharmaceutical and medical
device companies in product liabil-
ity cases. During his tenure as pres-
ident of Solomon Schechter Day
School of Raritan Valley, a benefits
plan for teachers, administrators
and staff was established. He also
balanced the budget for two years
and helped bring the board of
trustees technologically up-to-date.
Feinblatt and his wife, Dr. Renee
Gross, live in Highland Park with
their two sons. Max, 15, is a gradu-
ate of Solomon Schechter Day
School of Raritan Valley and
Aaron, 13, will graduate this year.
They are members of Highland
Park Conservative Temple and
Center, where Feinblatt is a mem-
ber of the board of trustees. He is
also active with his alma mater,
Rutgers University, and is a mem-
ber of the Dean’s Advisory Council
for the Rutgers Faculty of Arts and
Sciences. Feinblatt served on the
board of Solomon Schechter for
many years.

Udi Shorr served as president
of Solomon Schechter Day School
of Raritan Valley during a busy
transition period, including the
school’s first formal long-range
planning process and a search for a
new head of school. Born in
Jerusalem, Shorr grew up in Los
Angeles and was active in Zionist
youth movements. He returned to
Israel in 1971 and served in the
Israel Defense Forces. After gradu-
ating from the University of
California at Los Angeles School
of Theater, Film and Television,
Shorr and his wife, Ora Gourarie,
moved to Highland Park in 1981.
They are members of the Highland
Park Conservative Temple and
Center and Udi Shorr has chaired
the Jewish Film Festival there for
two years. Having worked as a cre-
ative director at a New York adver-
tising agency, Shorr is now a free-
lance writer of marketing and train-
ing material for Fortune 500 com-
panies. His children, Ardon and
Arielle, graduates of Solomon
Schechter Day School of Raritan
Valley, both attend Solomon
Schechter Day School of Essex and
Union.

Evelyn Lander, born and raised
in Brooklyn, has a bachelor’s
degree in education from Brooklyn
College. She completed graduate
work in guidance and counseling
and was a pre-K and first grade
teacher. After moving to Monroe in
1975, she served on the religious
committee of the Monroe
Township Jewish Center. While her
son, Adam, was attending the
Hebrew Academy of Perth Amboy,
the school struggled. At this point,
Lander and her husband, George,
with Marvin and Judith Platt,
Milton Miller, Sandra Berman and
Eileen Seaman founded Solomon
Schechter Day School of Raritan
Valley. The Landers moved to East
Brunswick in 1985 and Evelyn
Lander returned to teaching. In
1989, she began working at the
Middlesex County Board of Social
Services. She is currently the
Medicaid outreach worker at John
F. Kennedy Medical Center in
Edison. Evelyn Lander served on
the board of Solomon Schechter
Day School of Raritan Valley for
many years, as vice president of
education, on the long-range plan-
ning committee, and all the search
committees.

George Lander was born and
raised in Brooklyn. He graduated
from Brooklyn College with a
bachelor’s degree in accounting,
and graduated magna cum laude
from St. John’s University School

of Law. He met his wife, Evelyn,
while working on the Eugene
McCarthy presidential campaign.
Their two children both attended
Solomon Schechter Day School of
Raritan Valley: Adam graduated in
1985 and Allison in 1989. George
Lander is a partner in the
Manhattan law firm of Morse,
Zelnick, Rose and Lander, LLP,
specializing in mergers and acqui-
sitions and corporate financing
transactions. Lander was the first
treasurer of Solomon Schechter
Day School of Raritan Valley, and
is its current legal adviser.

Joseph Weinberger of East
Brunswick provided Solomon
Schechter Day School of Raritan
Valley with grants and funds to
expand the school and pay its staff.
He served on the school’s first
board, and is known to many as the
“financial guardian angel” of the
school. Weinberger holds a bache-
lor’s degree in aeronautical engi-
neering from the New York
Institute of Technology, and a mas-
ter’s degree in industrial engineer-
ing from New York Polytechnic
Institute. He has launched many
businesses, including his newest
high-speed two-sided printer.
Weinberger was instrumental in
founding the Three Synagogues,
One Community program in East
Brunswick, which promotes good
relations among the various houses
of worship in the community.
Weinberger and his wife of 35
years, Naomi, have two children:
Michelle and Aaron, both alumni
of Solomon Schechter Day School
of Raritan Valley, and one grand-
son, Daniel.

Edward Ira Guttenplan was
born and raised in Long Branch.
He graduated cum laude from
Boston University, from which he
also graduated magna cum laude
with a master’s of business admin-
istration. He is a certified public
accountant licensed to practice in
New Jersey and New York. He also
holds a life and health insurance
producer license and Series 7 and
63 Securities licenses. He co-
founded the Wilken and Guttenplan
accounting firm, which provides an
array of accounting, tax and busi-
ness advisory services.

Guttenplan is a past president of
Highland Park Conservative
Temple and Center, board chair-
man of Main Street Highland Park,
and president of the Central New
Jersey Jewish Home for the Aged.
Guttenplan and his wife, Bonnie, a
travel agent, live in Highland Park
and have three children, all of
whom graduated from Solomon
Schechter Day School of Raritan
Valley. Craig, a graduate of New
York University’s Stern School of
Business, does investment research
at CreditSights. Seth is a sopho-
more at Rutgers College, and
Allison is a sophomore at Solomon
Schechter Day School of Essex and
Union.

Skip Rogers, a graduate of
Shippensburg University of
Pennsylvania, holds a master’s of
business administration from
Pennsylvania State University. He
is a certified public accountant with
a private practice in tax, strategic
planning and management consult-
ing. He was previously a vice pres-
ident at Merrill Lynch, and a senior
manager at Deloitte Haskins &
Sells. A resident of Highland Park,
Rogers has been president of the
Men’s Club of Highland Park
Conservative Temple and Center,
and an active member of its board.
Rogers has served as treasurer and
board member of Solomon
Schechter Day School of Raritan
Valley. He is also a veteran of the
Sar-El Volunteer for Israel
Program. Rogers is married to
Sally Klinger Rogers, a certified
life underwriter and a chartered
financial consultant in private prac-
tice. Their daughter, Elana Klinger-
Rogers, is a graduate of Solomon
Schechter Day School of Raritan
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NAMES IN THE NEWS  

Have you elected new officers for
your group? Do you know a student
who has been honored? Those are
names in the news. Send the items to
Names in the News, c/o The Jewish
State, 320 Raritan Avenue, Suite
203, Highland Park, N.J. 08904. Or
by  fax (732/393-0026) or e-mail:
(ron.ostroff@verizon.net). Photos are
welcome. Fax Us (732) 393-0026 Continued on Page Nine
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