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RUTGERS JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL TO RUN OCTOBER 30 – NOVEMBER 13 
 

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. – The Rutgers Jewish Film Festival is expanding, and it will feature   

more films than ever before as well as three new venues during its seventeenth annual run. The 

festival, Oct. 30 – Nov. 13, brings New Jersey a diverse slate of award-winning, international 

films, including a United States premiere and four New Jersey premieres. Discussions with 

filmmakers, scholars, and other noteworthy speakers enrich the film going experience. The new 

venues are: Rutgers Business School, 100 Rockafeller Road, Piscataway Township (Livingston 

Campus) (RBS); AMC Loews New Brunswick 18, 17 US Highway 1, New Brunswick (AMC); 

and Princeton Garden Theatre, 160 Nassau Street, Princeton (PGT). The festival is sponsored by 

Rutgers’ Allen and Joan Bildner Center for the Study of Jewish Life.   

Through dramatic and documentary films, the festival explores a broad range of topics, 

including Israeli society, history, and culture: the diverse landscape of Israeli cuisine; business 

partnerships and relationships between Israelis and Arabs; and the struggle of an HIV-positive 

gay man who must deal with the fears and prejudices of his family. In addition, a special sneak 

preview of On the Map will shed light on the multi-layered significance of the Maccabi Tel Aviv 

basketball team’s 1977 victory in the European cup.  

The New Jersey premiere of the Israeli film One Week and a Day opens the festival. The 

film, which won numerous awards at this year’s Jerusalem Film Festival, including Best Israeli 

Feature Film, manages to inject humor into a moving story of love and loss. (See below for 

details.) The director has been invited to the screening. Opening night also includes a buffet 

dinner and dessert reception for festival sponsors. An additional screening of the film will be 

held at Princeton Garden Theatre on November 9.  

The festival features two thrillers: One tells the story of the Sabena flight hijacking in 

1972; the other deals with the German perspective in bringing Adolf Eichmann to justice. Two 

Jewish artists in America will be highlighted in separate documentaries: Norman Lear, the 
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television icon, and Eva Hesse, who is posthumously celebrated as one of the most important 

artists of the second half of the 20th century. Finally, a number of both dramatic and documentary 

films featured in the festival relate in different ways to the Holocaust: From the New Jersey 

premiere of the Greek drama Cloudy Sunday, which tells the story of forbidden love set against 

the backdrop of German-occupied Thessaloniki; to the New Jersey premiere of the American 

documentary Germans and Jews, which looks at postwar Germany’s Jewish population, the 

relationship between Jews and non-Jews there, and difficult issues of memory, guilt, identity, 

and redemption. 

Closing night features the United States premiere of The Women’s Balcony, a new Israeli 

drama that explores gender roles in a devout Orthodox community in Jerusalem. (See below for 

detailed description.) An additional matinee screening will be held on November 1 at AMC 

Loews New Brunswick 18. 

 For festival schedule and ticket information, or to purchase tickets online, visit the 

website BildnerCenter.Rutgers.edu. Film tickets are priced from $6 to $13. Advance ticket 

purchase is strongly recommended as screenings often sell out prior to the festival.  

 

Following is a full list of films and speakers at the festival: 

New Jersey Premiere 
ONE WEEK AND A DAY (Israel, 2016, Drama, 97 minutes) 
Hebrew with English subtitles • Director: Asaph Polonsky 
 
When shiva for their son ends and his wife tries to return to her routine, a grieving father sets out 
on a journey of discovery. He gets high with his neighbor’s son while searching for the meaning 
of life in this humorous film about love and loss. 
 
Sunday, October 30, 7:00 p.m., at RBS 
Special guest: Asaph Polonsky, director 
Wednesday, November 9, 7:30 p.m., at PGT 
 
New Jersey Premiere 
GERMANS AND JEWS (USA, 2016, 76 minutes) 
English and German with English subtitles • Director: Janina Quint 
 
This documentary examines the history of Germany’s postwar Jewish population and the fraught 
and fragile relationships between Jews and non-Jews. Middle-aged Germans who grew up 
largely ignorant of the Hitler era discuss key moments that awakened them to the nightmare of 
Germany’s past and of the culpability of family members. Told entirely through interviews at a 



 

dinner party attended by Germans and Jews, the film negotiates sensitive questions of memory, 
guilt, identity and redemption. 
 
Sunday, October 30, 3:15 p.m., at RBS   
Special guest: Tal Recanati, executive producer 
Thursday, November 3, 1:15 p.m., at AMC 
Speaker: Ralph Blumenthal, award-winning New York Times journalist  
and non-fiction author 
 
 
A TALE OF LOVE AND DARKNESS (Israel and USA, 2015, 98 minutes)  
Hebrew with English subtitles • Director: Natalie Portman 
 
Based on Amos Oz’s international best-seller, and starring Natalie Portman, in her directorial 
debut, A Tale of Love and Darkness recounts the time Oz spent with his mother, Fania (Natalie 
Portman), in Jerusalem at the end of the British Mandate for Palestine and the early years of the 
State of Israel. Dealing with a married life of unfulfilled promises and integration in a foreign 
land, Fania battles her inner demons and longs for a better world for her son. Rated PG-13 
 
Thursday, November 3, 7:30 p.m., at AMC  
  
 
DOUBLE FEATURE 
PARTNER WITH THE ENEMY (preceded by Women in Sink) (Israel, 2014, 60 minutes)  
Arabic and Hebrew with English subtitles • Directors: Duki Dror and Chen Shelach 
 
In the midst of the ever-fraught Israeli-Palestinian political landscape, two women, one Israeli 
and one Palestinian, attempt the seemingly impossible: to build a business together. Fighting 
against societal and family pressure, anti-normalization currents and a chauvinistic, male-
dominated industry, the two combine forces to create a logistics company which helps 
Palestinian businessmen navigate the everyday life in the West Bank. 
 
Women in Sink (Israel, 2015, 36 minutes)  
Hebrew with English subtitles • Director: Iris Zaki 
 
In a hair salon owned by a Christian-Arab in Haifa, the director installs a camera over the 
washbasin where she chats with the diverse clients she is shampooing. The film captures 
unexpected frankness of Arab and Jewish women who share their differences and a community 
of views on politics, history and love.  
 
Thursday, November 10, 12:30 p.m., at AMC 
Sunday, November 13, 1:30 p.m., at RBS 
Speaker for both screenings: Jessica Steinberg, culture editor, The Times of Israel 
 



 

À LA VIE (France, 2014, 106 minutes)  
French with English subtitles • Director: Jean-Jacques Zilbermann 
 
Fifteen years after surviving Auschwitz, Helene, Lili and Rose are reunited on holiday in the 
North of France. Savoring ice cream cones, trying on bikinis, swimming in the sea, the women 
resume their friendship, with occasional disagreements about what they remember. Despite high 
spirits, a romantic adventure for Helene and Rose’s insistence that they not talk about the camps, 
remnants of the war seep into everyday life. Based on the true story of the director’s mother, 
these women — their marriages, affairs and challenges to define themselves — form the heart of 
À La Vie. 
 
Saturday, November 5, 9:30 p.m., at AMC  
Sunday, November 6, Noon, at RBS 
Tuesday, November 8, 11:30 a.m., at PGT 
 
THE KIND WORDS (Israel and Canada, 2016, 118 minutes) 
French and Hebrew with English Subtitles • Director: Shemi Zarhin 
 
This quirky and wry dramedy follows three siblings—Dorona and brothers Netanel and Shai—
who, in the wake of their mother’s death, learn that the man who raised them is not their 
biological father. The revelation sends them on a road trip from Israel across France to discover 
the truth about their real father. Writer-director Shemi Zarhin explores an unraveling family 
secret and the bittersweet journey of self-discovery that follows.  
 
Thursday, November 3, 3:30 p.m., at AMC 
 
New Jersey Premiere 
CLOUDY SUNDAY (Greece, 2015, 116 minutes)  
Greek with Ladino and English subtitles • Director: Manoussos Manoussakis   
 
Set in the Greek city of Thessaloniki during the German occupation in 1942, the film tells the 
story of a forbidden love between Estrea, a young Jewish girl, and Giorgos, brother-in-law of the 
great Greek composer and famed bouzouki player Vassilis Tsitsanis. Central to the film is 
traditional and newly composed Greek music as well as its spectacular cinematography. The film 
is based on the book Ouzeri Tsitsanis by George Skarbadonis. 
 
Sunday, November 6, 3:30 p.m., at AMC, Speaker: TBA  
Thursday, November 10, 3:30 p.m., at AMC, Speaker: TBA 
 
SABENA HIJACKING: MY VERSION (Israel, 2015, 98 minutes) 
English, Hebrew, Arabic, and French with English subtitles • Director: Rani Saar 
 
On the eighth of May 1972, four hijackers from the Palestinian organization “Black September” 
took control of Belgian Sabena Flight 571 from Brussels to Tel Aviv. The film presents a 
cinematic reenactment of the events weaved together with genuine archival material and 



 

exclusive interviews with three revered Israeli political leaders who were in charge of the rescue 
effort at the time, as well as the only surviving hijacker.  
 
Sunday, November 13, 4:15 p.m., at RBS 
Special Guest: Nati Dinnar, producer, invited 
 
Wednesday, November 9, 1:00 p.m., at PGT 
 
THE PEOPLE VS. FRITZ BAUER (Germany, 2015, 105 minutes) 
German, English, Yiddish with English subtitles •Director: Lars Kraume 
 
In 1957, German Attorney General Fritz Bauer receives crucial evidence on the whereabouts of 
Adolf Eichmann. The lieutenant colonel, responsible for the mass deportation of the Jews, is 
allegedly hiding in Buenos Aires. Facing fierce German determination to repress its past, Bauer 
has had no success trying crimes from the Third Reich in court.  His distrust in the German 
justice system, leads him to contact the Israeli secret service Mossad, and, by doing so, he 
commits treason. Rated R 
 
Sunday, October 30, Noon, at AMC   
Speaker: Prof. Atina Grossman, The Cooper Union 
 
Saturday, November 12, 9:30 p.m., at RBS 
 
IN SEARCH OF ISRAELI CUISINE (USA, 2016, 97 minutes) 
English • Director: Roger M. Sherman 
 
James Beard award-winning chef Michael Solomonov, takes us on a journey to Israel through 
food. He enters peoples’ lives and their kitchens as they discuss their roots, inspirations, what 
their grandmothers cooked, and how they are preserving traditions and updating recipes with 
global influences. The beautiful cinematography and rich human stories draw a complex portrait 
of Israel and the many cultures who call it home. 
 
Sunday, October 30, 12:30 p.m., at RBS  
Special guest: Roger M. Sherman, director  
 
Tuesday, November 1, 12:30 p.m., at AMC 
 
EVA HESSE (USA and Germany, 2016, 108 minutes) 
English • Director: Marcie Begleiter 
 
The film portrays the extraordinary brief life of artist Eva Hesse: from escaping Germany at age 
two on the Kindertransport, to her groundbreaking sculptures and rise in the New York art scene 
in the 1960s, to her death at a young age. Today she is recognized as one of the most important 
artists of the second half of the 20th century. Her work is held by major museums including the 
Whitney, MoMA, the Hirschhorn, and the Pompidou in Paris. 



 

 
Sunday, November 6, 12:30 p.m., at AMC 
Speaker: Elisabeth Sussman, curator, Whitney Museum of American Art 
 
FIRE BIRDS (Israel, 2015, 105 minutes) 
Hebrew with English subtitles • Director: Amir I. Wolf 
 
Three widows and a handsome stranger cross paths in this Israeli murder mystery.  
 
Sunday, October 30, 3:00 p.m., at AMC 
Sunday, November 6, 5:15 p.m., at RBS 
 
New Jersey Premiere 
WHO’S GONNA LOVE ME NOW? (Israel and U.K., 2016, 84 minutes)  
English and Hebrew with English subtitles • Directors: Barak Heymann and Tomer Heymann 
 
Saar is an HIV-positive gay man living in London, where he found refuge from the religious 
kibbutz where he grew up in Israel. Ever since he was diagnosed with HIV, Saar has craved his 
family’s love, while they struggle with fears and prejudices.  
 
Sunday, November 6, 2:30 p.m., at RBS  
Sunday, November 6, 7:30 p.m., at AMC 
Special guest at both Sunday screenings: Tomer Heymann, director 
 
Tuesday, November 8, 2:00 p.m., at PGT 
 
NORMAN LEAR: JUST ANOTHER VERSION OF YOU (USA, 2016, 91 minutes) 
English • Directors: Heidi Ewing and Rachel Grady 
 
Arguably the most influential creator, writer, and producer in the history of television, Norman 
Lear brought primetime into step with the times. Using comedy and indelible characters, his 
legendary 1970s shows such as All in the Family, Maude, Good Times, and The Jeffersons 
boldly cracked open dialogue and shifted the national consciousness, injecting enlightened 
humanism into sociopolitical debates on race, class, creed, and feminism. This film is the 
definitive chronicle of Mr. Lear’s life, work, and achievements. 
 
Saturday, November 5, 7:15 p.m., at AMC  
Sunday, November 13, 11:30 a.m., at RBS 
 
DENIAL (USA and United Kingdom, 2016, 110 minutes) 
English, Hebrew and German with English subtitles • Director: Mick Jackson 
 
This drama depicts Emory professor Deborah Lipstadt’s historic legal trial against Holocaust 
denial. Starring Rachel Weisz, the film is an absorbing account of a woman’s fight for the truth. 



 

Based on Lipstadt’s book History on Trial: My Day in Court with a Holocaust Denier. Rated 
PG-13 
 
Thursday, November 10, 7:30 p.m., at AMC 
Speaker: Dr. Dan Leshem, director, Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center,  
Queensborough Community College, CUNY  
 
Special Sneak Preview 
ON THE MAP (Israel, 2016, 78 minutes) 
English and Hebrew with English subtitles • Director: Dani Menkin 
 
This documentary recounts the story of the 1977 Maccabi Tel Aviv basketball team’s victory in 
the European cup, which put Israel firmly on the map. Featuring interviews with the Jewish 
American athletes who made history, On the Map combines the action of a high-stakes game 
with an incendiary political situation at the height of the Cold War to deliver a film that honors 
Israeli heroes, captivates basketball fans, and captures the spirit of a triumphant nation. 
 
Tuesday, November 1, 7:30 p.m., at AMC   
Special guest: Nancy Spielberg, producer  
 
Saturday, November 12, 7:00 p.m., at RBS 
Special guest: Dani Menkin, director 
 
United States Premiere 
THE WOMEN’S BALCONY (Israel, 2016, 96 minutes) 
 Hebrew with English subtitles • Director: Emil Ben Shimon 
 
An accident during a bar mitzvah celebration leads to a gendered rift in a devout Orthodox 
community in Jerusalem, in this rousing, good-hearted tale about women speaking truth to 
patriarchal power. 
 
The day of Osher's bar mitzvah begins auspiciously, with happy guests in their Sabbath best 
making their way through Jerusalem's streets. They congregate in the synagogue, and the men 
look up adoringly at the women's balcony where their wives, daughters, sisters, cousins, and 
grandmothers are gathered. Then disaster strikes: the floor under the balcony gives way, leaving 
several people injured. Most everyone regards the collapse as the tragic result of a structural 
flaw. No one stops to wonder if it might have been a message from God. Until Rabbi David 
comes along. 
 
Closing Night: Sunday, November 13, 7:30 p.m., at RBS 
Tuesday, November 1, 3:30 p.m., at AMC 
 
 


